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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 17-35 are rejected for being directed towards nonstatutory subject matter. 

Claim 17 is directed to a "method for setting up and updating a user interface". 

This claimed subject matter lacks a practical application of a judicial exception (abstract 
idea) since fails to produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. 

Specifically, the claimed subject matter does not produce a tangible result because the 
claimed subject matter fails to produce a result that is limited to having real world value rather 
than a result that may be interpreted to be abstract in nature as, for example, a thought, a 
computation, or manipulated data. More specifically, the claimed subject matter provides for 
"displaying a page" which can be abstract. Page 23 of the Interim Guidelines directs the 
examiner to identify the abstraction which occurs because a page is inclusive a disembodied 
container of information, a boundary in virtual memory, a blank piece of paper, or recollected as 
a mental thought. The Interim Guidelines further directs the examiner explain why the claim 
covers every substantial practical application thereof because the claim body does not positively 
recite a specific practical application. The claim appears to foreclose from others the use of the 
information pages in conjunction with all of the other steps in the claimed process as evidenced 
by the examiner using a user interface to search for pre-grant publication pages for the instant 
patent application, selecting said claim page, and displaying the claim page. 
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Claim 34 is directed to a "method for setting up and updating a user interface". 

This claimed subject matter lacks a practical application of a judicial exception (abstract 
idea) since fails to produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. 

Specifically, the claimed subject matter does not produce a tangible result because the 
claimed subject matter fails to produce a result that is limited to having real world value rather 
than a result that may be interpreted to be abstract in nature as, for example, a thought, a 
computation, or manipulated data. More specifically, the claimed subject matter provides for an 
"generating" which can be interpreted to include mere originating instead of creating. It also 
provides for "determining" and "comparing" but since these actions are not stored upon an 
article or communicated to another — they stop short of positively reciting the tangible result. 

Claim 35 is directed to an "arrangement for setting up and updating an user interface". 

An arrangement is not one of the four statutory categories. The claim provides for an 
INTENDED USES but does not otherwise positively recite the practical application of results 
that appear abstract lacking real world value. 

Applicant can look to MPEP 2106.01-2106.02 (August 2006), Interim Guidelines, and 
contemporary case law with a matching fact pattern for further suggestions that may be helpful 
in overcoming these rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Claims 17-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Epixtech, 
"iPAC System Administrator's Guide", 9 Jan. 2002, Version 2.0, Epixtech Inc. 

Regarding claim 17, Epixtech teaches a method for setting up and updating a user 
interface for a user to access information pages (interpreted to include "web pages", P. 1-9, bullet 



pages are provided by a respective display element on the user interface (interpreted to include 
"Internet Explorer", P. 3-90, P. 1-12, Fig) for access by the user (P. 1-3, [1]), and the information 
pages are respectively accessed by accessing the respective display element (P. 1-12, Fig.), and 
wherein the information pages store contents (), the method comprising: creating a respective 
associated content data record for the information pages (P. 1-12, Fig., Results #1-3), the 
associated content data record stores features describing the respective content stored on the 
respective information page (interpreted to include the "checked out", P. 4-116); creating a user 
data record having features which describe a sought content for determining the selected 
information pages(interpreted to include "Index Wizard", P. 3-63, #7); comparing the content 
data records respectively with the user data records to determine a degree of match (interpreted 
to include "user-defined limit", P. 1-12, [2]); and displaying such information pages (P. 1-12) for 
which the degree of match between the respective content data record and the user data record 
achieves and/or exceeds a previously defined threshold on the user interface by display elements 
as selected information pages (interpreted to include "pre-defined limits", P. 3-43, 3-44). 



#5) in a data network (interpreted to include "internet", P. 3- < 



91), wherein selected information 
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Regarding claim 18, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the selected 
information pages are checked cyclically for their accessibility (P. 2-3), and wherein in cases in 
which one of the information pages checked can no longer be accessed the display element for 
this information page is removed from the user interface (P. 1-12, [1-2]; P. 3-37). 

Regarding claim 19, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the comparison is 
repeated at intervals of time (P. 2-3, Fig. right most caption), and wherein the result of the 
repeated comparison is used to update the user interface (P. 3-96). 

Regarding claim 20, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the user data 
record is updated (P. 3-7, Fig.), wherein after the update the comparison is performed again 
("Refine", P. 4-62), and wherein the new comparison result is used to determine the selected 
information pages again (P. 3-45, #2). 

Regarding claim 21, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the content data 
records are acquired by interrogating a database containing content data records (P. 1-12, [3]) 
and/or by means of a search. ("Refine Search", P. 4-62) 

Regarding claim 22, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the acquired 
content data records are stored and used for the comparison with the user data record. (P. 1-18, 
Fig, Line 1 and #3) 
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Regarding claim 23, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein each content data 
record and the user data record are respectively created as a structured document, and wherein 
the content data record comprises the address of its associated information page. (P. 1-17, Last 5 
lines; P. 1-18, Fig.) 

Regarding claim 24, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein each content data 
record and the user data record are created in XML format (P. 3-93, [1-2]), and wherein the 
structure of the content data records and of the user data record is respectively stipulated in a 
description data record. (P. 4-126, table last row, #2, first bullet) 

Regarding claim 25, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the same 
respective structure is used for the content data records (e.g. "Search", P. 1-11) and for the user 
data record (e.g. "My Account", P. 1-15). (P 1-18) 

Regarding claim 26, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the same 
respective structure is used for the content data records and for the user data record. (P. 1-12, 
bottom Fig.) 



Regarding claim 27, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the most selected 
information page (P. 3^103, Row 3, Col. 2) is displayed at a prioritized or prominent position 
(see top center "Search", P. 1-12, Fig.) on the user interface. 
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Regarding claim 28, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the selected 
information page whose associated content data record has the best match with the user data 
record is displayed at a prioritized (P. 4-57, top table, Row 5, Col 1) or prominent position on 
the user interface, (see "1879 Browsing results matching shakespeare", P. 1-12 ) 

Regarding claim 29, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the information 
pages used are web pages (e.g. "visit their site on the Web at.. .http://codi.sbu.edu", P. 1-7, bullet 
#6), wherein the web pages can be accessed using addresses associated therewith (P. 1-7, bullet 
#6), wherein the web pages and the content data records are stored on at least one web server (P. 
1-3, [4-5]), and wherein the content data records are retrieved using data record addresses which 
are respectively associated therewith, (interpreted to include "123.123.123.123", P. 1-6) 

Regarding claim 30, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the user interface 
used is an information page in the form of a portal page, and wherein the portal page is provided 
by a portal server, (interpreted to include "search other libraries databases" or "protocol that lets 
users connect to and search library catalog of a remote location", P. 3-51; P. A-6) 

Regarding claim 31, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein a proxy server is 
used in the data network (P. 3-23, Col. 2, Row 4), wherein the proxy server reads in the 
information pages whose associated addresses are transmitted to it, and wherein the proxy server 
buffers the information pages which have been read in and sends them to the user. (P. 4-71, #1, 
table, Row 3, Col. 1) 
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Regarding claim 32, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein the display 
elements of the selected information pages are each in the form of a link which is linked to the 
address of the respective selected information page, wherein the address of the associated 
information page is transmitted to the proxy server (P. 3-23, Col. 2, Row 4) when accessing the 
link, and wherein the proxy server loads this information page and sends it to the user. (P. 3-7) 

Regarding claim 33, Epixtech teaches the method as claimed, wherein transmitting the 
information page to the proxy server (P. 3-23, Col. 2, Row 4) involves the data record address of 
the content data record associated with this information page likewise being transmitted to the 
proxy server, wherein the proxy server transmits this data record address to the user interface, 
and wherein the user interface loads the content data record associated with this data record 
address and stores it for the comparison. (P. 1-7, bullet#4) 

Regarding claim 34, Epixtech teaches a method for setting up and updating a user 
interface (interpreted to include "set up iPac so that your users can search", P. 1-23, Lines 15-30) 
for accessing information pages in a data network (interpreted to include "IP address", P. 1-33, 
Table, Col. 2, Row 2),* wherein an information page is provided by a display element on the user 
interface (interpreted to include "Password dialog box", P. 1-18, Fig.), wherein the information 
page is accessed by accessing the display element (interpreted to include "OK" button, P. 1-18, 
Fig.), and wherein the information page stores contents (interpreted to include "Save this 
password", P. 1-18, Fig), the method comprising: generating an associated content data record 
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for the information page (interpreted to include P. 1-18, Fig.), the associated content 

data record describing the content of the information page (interpreted to include "iPac displays 
the Administration tool", P. 1-18, #4); determining the information page by creating a user data 
record (interpreted to include "sysadmin", P. 1-18, Fig.) having features which describe contents 
to be sought (interpreted to include "Password:", P. 1-18, Fig.) ; comparing the content data 
record with the user data record to determine the degree of correlation (interpreted to include 
"Verify Password", P. -1-20, Table, Col. 1, Row, 4), wherein such information page for which 
the degree of correlation between the content data record and the user data record achieves 
and/or exceeds a previously defined threshold (interpreted to include "same password", P. 1-20, 
Table, Col. 2, Row 4)is displayed on the user interface by display elements (interpreted to 
include "Re-enter the same password", P. 1-20, Table, Col. 2, Row 4). 

Regarding claim 35, Epixtech teaches an arrangement for setting up and updating an user 
interface (interpreted to include "set up iPac so that your users can search", P. 1-23, Lines 15-30) 
for a user (interpreted to include "sysadmin", P. 1-18, Fig.) to access information pages in a data 
network (interpreted to include "IP address", P. 1-33, Table, Col. 2, Row 2), comprising: an user 
interface for interacting with an user (interpreted to include "Users can use this field enter up to 
100 numbers", P. 1-13); a mechanism for accessing information pages in a data network 
(interpreted to include "Request" button, P. 1-12, Fig., lower right caption), wherein elements for 
accessing the information pages are arranged on the user interface (interpreted to include "Add to 
my list" button, P. 1-12, Fig., bottom right corner), the data network contains a portal server for 
managing the user interface (interpreted to include "IP address of your iPac web server", 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,144 
Art Unit: 2168 



Page 10 
Non-Final 



P. 1-17), the information pages can each be used to access (interpreted to include "Create 
Report", P. 2-10, #8) a content (interpreted to include "date range", P. 2-3, Fig. lower right 
caption), and the information pages are stored on a web server (interpreted to include "Use 
Count", P. 2-9, Table), the data network contains a proxy server (P. 3-23, Col. 2, Row 4) which 
loads the information pages accessed by the elements of the user interface from the web server 
and sends them to the user (interpreted to include "Users can access My List", P. 1-15, Fig., 
Upper Right Caption), wherein the information pages have a respective content data record 
stored for them on the web server (interpreted to include "Add to my list" button, Fig. 1-13, 
second right most button, top 3), said content data record describing the content which can be 
accessed using the respective information page (interpreted to include "3. Companion to 
Shakespeare's Hamlet", P. 1-12. Fig), wherein the content data record can be accessed by the 
portal server (interpreted to include "Redirecting iPac URLS to the Jetty Port", P. 1-28), wherein 
the portal server stores a user data record which describes a content sought by the user 
(interpreted to include "shakespeare (GO) Refine Search", Fig., P. 1-12, top center), wherein 
the portal server has a comparison device which compares content data records with the user data 
record to determine the degree of match (interpreted to include "the exact search you want", P. 4- 
61, [1]), and wherein the portal server is designed such that information pages for which the 
comparison result achieves and/or exceeds a previously defined minimum match (interpreted to 
include "minimum number of Telnet connections", P. 3-25, Col. 2, Row 4) are displayed by 
elements on the user interface (interpreted to include results #1-3, Fig. P. 1-12). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph D. Wong whose telephone number is 571-270-1015. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. 8AM - 5:30PM and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim T. Vo can be reached on (571) 272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Joseph D. Wong Tim T. Vo 
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